Get informed about

STINGING
JELLYFISHE

in these waters.

SEA NETTLES (Chrysaora quinquecirrha)
ire a type of stinging jellyfish present in
he waters of the Barnegat Bay and other
:oastal waterways of New Jersey.

P ffETTlE tjle'bﬂllrls pale whlte and oft‘ [ has
g/, reddish markings along its surface.

7 They have long thin tentacles around
the edge of the bell. Sea nettles may
4 be present in large numbers during
v, “ the summer months, and have a

painful sting.
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MOON JELLIES (Aurelia aurita)
have a flattened disk shape; the disk
is translucent in appearance. Moon
jellies have numerous small tentacles
around the edge and a horseshoe-
shaped white or pinkish body in the
center of the disk. They are abundant
during the summer months, but have
a mild sting and do not pose a threat

{0 sWimers,

“*

LION'S MANE JELLEYFISH
(Gyanea capillata) are yellowish-
brown or reddish in color and are
sfucer-shaped with fairly thick jelly:
dhis species does pose a threat to
swimmers because of 1ts painful'sting,
but lion's mane are more common in
the ocean thanin'the bay.
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IS IT SAFE TO SWIM H ER E? Generally,it1s safe to swim
@t enjoy the watcrmy the bayandits tributarics. owever, sSwiniming when
seamettles andilion’s mane ate dlearlywisible doesmerease yourdikelihood of
beingsting. Precqutionarymeasures toavoid bemg stungimclnde cheaking
wiehithelifesuard at thebeachiresardnig the presence ofistmaino jellyfishes
andcovering unprotected skitwith petrolenmn jelly orlishtwersht protettive
clothing, suchias a liyera “swim skin? o pantyhose.

WHATSHOULDADONE M STUNGZ et
affected arcawith salewatcr(USmg firesh water may eange more stings)ito help
Temove any remaming tentacles. Apply shaving cream, ora paste of baking soda
and salt water, and scrape it oftito help remoye any remaining stingers. fce may
help with pain and stehing. Seek medical attention for any Scrious reactions.
Please notiy the lifesuard on duty about yous sang,

WKLY, A RE THEY/ HERE'7 Sea niettles have always been a part
of the Barneeat Bay's coosysteny, their apparent increase m abondance may
have more than one eauge: @ Increased development around the bay, mcludmg
buliheads, pilings, and Hoating docks, may be providms more SEucmze o
which an early hfe-stage of jelivfish ean attach and reproduce.

Sea nettles prefer a narrow salinity zone, so larze-scale changes in salinity,
sueh as during dry vears, may affcct their abundance andl disteblition in the
baye ©) Increasing water temperatures aceolerate orowth and tepratuction
rates, @ ‘The removal of predators and porential competitors for food thioush
increased fishing pressure may also affect sea nettle abundance. Elowever, we do
not knovw which species, if any, prey on sea nettles in Barnegar Baw. 6 Lastly,
poorwater quality (7.2, high nutricnt coneentrations and/or low dissolved oxyaen)
may contribute fo greater food supplies for jellyfishes or to lower abundances of
the competitors and predators, suchas fishes:

CAN'WE GET RID ©F THEM? Since jellyfishes have
always been 4 part of the bay’s ecosystem, eradicatmg them could have tunpredictable
effects on the bay. Attempts te control jellyfishes worldwide have laraelftled A
combination of actions that target the potential feasons for their ingease as auttined
above may be the best long-term solution.

CHECK with the lifeguard regarding the presence of Sea nettles
BEFORE you enter the water. Many lifeguarded bagand fiverbeaches are
part of the Sea Nettle Warning System network. At these beaches: @ Sea
Nettle Warning System signiwill be posted with aicaior=coded probabﬂmf of
encountering JCH\’ﬁSh (see below).

*NOTIEY the beachss hieguard if you are S{ng or i VoulSpot Sea nctﬂcﬁ

in the water.

FOR MO RE:INFORMATI®ONEbou: seamettles in iSumegat

Bay, contact the Barnegat Bay Pattnership at (732)/255-0472, on visit
http »//bbp.ocean. edu For more information about the Sea Nettle
Warning Systens, visit the @cean County i ealthDepartments seasonal
Tellyfish Warning Webpagearwww:ochdiara/iellvfishihtm:

SEA NETTLE WARNING SYSTEM

EI.EVATEP
Few observed. Elevated
pml)ll;.l?lnl;‘:‘:f!l encountering jellyfish,
HIGH

Abunndantjellyfish. High probability of
encountering jellyfish.

Nojcliyfish ohserved.
Eow probabilityofencountering jelfyfish.

MODERATE

THIS WARNING SYSTENM IS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. The Ocean County Health Dept.. the
Barnega Bay Partnership, and this municipality are NOT responsible for injury caused by jellyfish stings.




