Memorial Day Parade – May 31, 2010

Good afternoon everyone.  It’s always great to see so many of you here on this very special occasion.  I would like to thank the American Legion Post 232 for again hosting this annual Memorial Day Celebration.  I also want to thank our VFW Post 10092 for their participation as well.
Today is a day that we gather to honor the many men and women that have given the ultimate sacrifice for the love of their country.  We honor them each year at ceremonies just as this throughout our nation.  It is because of these fallen heroes that we are able to stand here today. And we not only honor the countless men and women that were lost in the wars and conflicts, but also the thousands of innocent victims that gave their own lives right here on our native soil.  We owe a debt of gratitude to each and every one of them.
As always, Memorial Day is the kick off to the summer season. It’s a time for a family barbeque, a parade like today and the Indy 500.  But most importantly, it is a day for all of us to reflect on the past, a day to fly our flags, and a day to remember all of those who sacrificed to keep us free.

To all of the many veterans that are standing here today, I salute you, for your service to our country, and I want to thank your families for having sacrificed themselves during your tours of duty.  I also want to thank all of you in attendance for remembering them today and throughout the year.  And I ask that you all pray, not only for our veterans, but for our troops as well, that are serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, around the world and here in the United States as they continue to insure our freedom.
And, I salute the American Legion and the VFW for continuing their cause to protect and defend the rights of all of our veterans and their families.  We asked our men and women to fight for us in our country’s time of need.  We need to continue to fight for all of them, it theirs, as well.  
May God bless you all, may God bless Barnegat Township and may God bless the United States of America.

Thank you,
Jeffrey M. Melchiondo

Mayor, Barnegat Township
