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ROUTE 9 PAVING:  
 
The NJDOT paving project on Route 9 which was originally planned to stop 
on May 15 and continue after Labor Day has been changed.  After voicing my 
opinion to Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno and DOT Commissioner 
James Simpson, I convinced them to continue with the project until June 30, 
working at night from Monday through Thursday.  It was not acceptable to 
me, to leave the road paved on one side only, throughout the summer months, 
creating an extremely hazardous condition for all motorists.  We all saw what 
happened to the NJ Transit bus as a result of the uneven pavement.  The plan 
is to have all of the current sections of Route 9 that are paved on one side, 
completely paved, shoulder to shoulder.  This includes areas in Barnegat, 
Stafford and Ocean Townships.  The portions of Route 9 that have not been 
disturbed will be paved after Labor Day.  I want to thank the Lieutenant 
Governor, Commissioner Simpson and DOT Resident Engineer, Charles 
Bossano for their cooperation and commitment to this extremely important 
safety issue.  
 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET:  
 
The introduction of the 2011 Municipal budget will need to be postponed.  As 
always, a lot of work goes into crafting a responsible budget and this year was 
especially difficult as we were faced with the State mandated 2% tax levy cap.  
We were very fortunate this year to have a number of favorable factors to be 
able to include in the budget to help offset our tax rate, but we were unable to 
plug those numbers into the budget by tonight. Mr. Breeden will explain in 
detail during his report tonight.  We will be holding a special meeting this 
Friday, May 27, at 3 PM, to introduce our 2011 budget.  
  
SOLID WASTE CONTRACT:  
 
The bids are in on our solid waste removal contract and by combining the bid 
with Ocean Township and our respective schools; we will see a substantial 
savings over the next 5 years.  The Administrator will go over the details 
during his report, but the Committee will not take formal action on awarding 
the bid tonight.  There are still a few items to address before we can award the 
bid.  This is a perfect example of how shared services works and the results 
will be a savings to everyone involved, especially the taxpayers. 
 



Committee Meeting – May 23, 2011 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

 2 

 
PET DAY @ MEADOWEDGE PARK:  
 
The Chamber of Commerce’s 6th annual Pet Day was again a very big success.  
The crowd was brisk all afternoon and the weather held out just long enough 
for all of the vendors and visitors along with their furry friends.  We had a 
new special guest this year, Bullet and his handler and companion, Patrolman 
Rob Armstrong.  Both Rob and Patrolman Vince Damiano demonstrated our 
K-9’s skills to a very large and interested audience.  Patrolman Armstrong 
and Bullet had just graduated from the K-9 training academy only the day 
before Pet Day.  Both the Administrator and I were honored with a certificate 
from the training academy for our dedication to the K-9 program.  I want to 
take this time to thank Donna Doherty, Sharon Ragonese and my wife, Ginny, 
for again bringing another successful event to Barnegat, our residents and 
visitors.  I also want to thank our Public Works & Water Sewer personnel for 
preparing the Park and seeing to all of our needs throughout the event.  Dock 
Master Phil Greco and our fire police also contributed to a flawless day by 
handling all of the traffic and the shuttle bus parking. 
 
As a side not, during the event, Marianne Clemente took a “political” stroll 
through the Park, polling the attendees as to their support for President 
Obama.  Both my wife and I let her know that was we felt that it was not 
appropriate at this type of event, but of course she stated that it was within 
her civil rights to be there.  We expected nothing less.  
PET DAY IS FOR PETS & PET LOVERS, NOT POLITICS! 
 
PRIMARY ELECTIONS:  
 
Just a reminder that Primary elections are coming up on Tuesday, June 7 and 
I urge everyone to get out and vote. 
 
 
Jeffrey M. Melchiondo 
Mayor, Barnegat Township 


